
Shalom Prayer
Office for prayer in connection with the Jewish people
Thursday, November 2, 2023

Meditation text

‘Lord God of peace, hear our prayer!’

Lord God of peace, hear our prayer!

We have tried so many times and over so many years to resolve our conflicts by our
own powers and by the force of our arms. How many moments of hostility and
darkness have we experienced; how much blood has been shed; how many lives
have been shattered; how many hopes have been buried… But our efforts have been
in vain.

Now, Lord, come to our aid! Grant us peace, teach us peace; guide our steps in the
way of peace. Open our eyes and our hearts, and give us the courage to say: "Never
again war!"; "With war everything is lost". Instill in our hearts the courage to take
concrete steps to achieve peace.

Lord, God of Abraham, God of the Prophets, God of Love, you created us and you call
us to live as brothers and sisters. Give us the strength daily to be instruments of
peace; enable us to see everyone who crosses our path as our brother or sister.
Make us sensitive to the plea of our citizens who entreat us to turn our weapons of
war into implements of peace, our trepidation into confident trust, and our quarreling
into forgiveness.

Keep alive within us the flame of hope, so that with patience and perseverance we
may opt for dialogue and reconciliation. In this way may peace triumph at last, and
may the words "division", "hatred" and "war" be banished from the heart of every man
and woman. Lord, defuse the violence of our tongues and our hands. Renew our
hearts and minds, so that the word which always brings us together will be "brother",
and our way of life will always be that of: Shalom, Peace, Salaam!

Amen.

Prayer for Peace in the Middle East "Lord God of peace, hear our prayer!" by Pope Francis,
during a June 2014 meeting at the Vatican between the President of the State of Israel, Shimon Peres

and the President of the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas.

English translation retrieved from USCCB

https://www.usccb.org/prayers/pope-francis-prayer-peace#:~:text=Now%2C%20Lord%2C%20come%20to%20our,With%20war%20everything%20is%20lost%22.


Intercessions

(To be adapted according to each place)

R. Amen, amen, blessed be the God of Israel
Or another refrain

1. Loving Father, God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
you who mourned because of the violence between Cain and Abel,
we pray to you for peace in the Holy Land,
this land where you have chosen to come and join us in our humanity.

2. Loving Father, God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
you who made possible the reconciliation between Joseph and his brothers,
for any contempt for your people Israel, forgive us
(silence).
we pray to you, Father, to make fraternity grow between the Jewish people and the
nations.

3. Loving Father, God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
you who brought Israel out of Egypt and made your people free,
give your joy to the Jewish people,
and keep them faithful to your covenant.

4. Loving Father, God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
you who united the twelve tribes of Israel around the Torah,
give peace to the Jews who believe in Jesus.

5. Loving Father, God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
you who sent your Son Jesus to save us,
pour out your blessing on Christians who are of Jewish descent.

6. Loving Father, God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
Father of Jesus Christ,
bring all Christian churches together in unity.

7. Loving Father, God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
- you have given the Jewish people the promise of the coming of the Messiah,
- you have given the Church the expectation of your son's return.
- in the Holy Spirit we say with the whole Church: “Maranatha, come Lord”.


